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The question came from 
someone close to me: 
“Why is God allowing me 

to go through such terrible pain and suffering every 
day? It feels like He doesn’t love me because He 
hasn’t answered my prayers.” 

This is a common feeling for anyone who deals with 
chronic pain. In the midst of intense suffering, some 
people wonder if God has abandoned them, saying 
they can no longer feel His presence. Yet Jesus 
Himself promised: “I will never leave you nor forsake 
you” (Hebrews 13:5). But where is He when we don’t 
feel His presence? 

Sometimes people also wonder if their suffering is 
punishment for something they did, or if they 
somehow don’t deserve what has happened. The 
truth is, all of us deserve far more pain and suffering 
because of our sin. But is God punishing you? No. 

Christ died for the sins of the whole world (1 John 
2:2). Any wrath or punishment we deserved, our 
Lord Jesus has taken for us. As Isaiah prophesied: 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every 

one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:4–6, ESV) 

Even Jesus Himself felt abandoned in His darkest 
hour, crying out: “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”(Mark 15:34, ESV; cf. Psalm 22:1). 
But even then, God’s will was not thwarted. In the 
midst of Christ’s suffering, God was accomplishing 
His greatest work of salvation through the cross. 
When you endure suffering, you can remember that 
your King suffered even more greatly — and He did 
so out of love for you. 

After His suffering, Christ rose and ascended into 
heaven. He now reigns in joy, and His greatest joy is 
yet to come — when He returns as Judge, raises the 
dead, casts all evil into the lake of fire, and takes His 
Bride, the Church, to be with Him forever. Compared 
with eternity, our suffering is only for a moment. 
Even if it stretches for decades, the life to come — in 
a resurrected body with no pain, no tears, and no sin 
— will far outweigh the suffering of this life (Romans 
8:18). 

So when Satan tells you that God has abandoned 
you or that He doesn’t love you because of your 
suffering, you can confidently answer: 
“In my suffering I am following my king who also 
suffered. He also felt abandoned by God. He 
endured all the wrath and punishment that I deserve 
to save me and to heal me if not in this life than at 
resurrection. I will trust him still.” 
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13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live 
in peace with one another. 14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, 

encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that 
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Sundays: 
5, 12, 19, 26 9:15am  Sunday School for all ages 

10:30am  Worship service with 
  Communion 

  11:45am  Coffee Fellowship 
19  Pastor Appreciation Sunday 

Tuesdays: 
14   6:00pm  Mission Committee meeting 

6:30pm  Board of Trustees meeting 

Wednesdays: 
1 9:00am  Men’s breakfast @ Perkins 
  Hwy 55 & 494 
 9:30am Ladies Bible Studies 

6:00pm  Evening Bible Study 
8, 15, 22, 29 9:30am Men’s & Ladies Bible Studies 

6:00pm  Evening Bible Study 

Fridays: 
3  Ladies Retreat Weekend @ LRC 
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Celebrate Our Congregation 
October Birthdays: 

Rachel Olson 10/7 
Trevor Olson 10/10 
Andrew Walters 10/11 
Marilyn Dahlmeier 10/13 
Jan Pelto 10/13 
Tim Jukuri 10/20 

Alex Walters 10/21 

Brian Lunn 10/23 

Katrina Vahakangas 10/28 
 

 

October Anniversaries: 
Neil & Deb  10/23 

 

Mark your Calendar 
Mark Your Calendar – Saturday, 
November 8th   

Church Clean-up  from 
9am-12pm 

This is an opportunity to help 
maintain the beauty and value 
of our church building and grounds.  Please bring 
your work gloves and a can-do attitude.  See Noel 
Walters with questions. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Shoebox Sunday is  

November 16th 

It’s time to start preparing 
to fill Shoe Boxes for the 

Operation Christmas Child collection is in 
November.   Please watch for free boxes in 
the church narthex that will be available for 
you again this year.   
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(cont. from pg. 1) 

You can trust that God has your best interest in mind. 
Whatever trial, you endure can be used to strengthen 
you for his purposes. It may even be that your 
suffering is being used by God for your good and for 
Christ’s glory as Paul himself testifies: 

“A thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of 
Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming 
conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about 
this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, ‘My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, 
then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:7–10, 
ESV) 

God’s Peace, Pr. Ryan Kandoll 

 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study @ 6pm 

We are currently studying 1st Timothy.  Everyone welcome! 

On November 19th we will start a new topic – 

“Life Together-The Classic Exploration of Christian Community” – by Bonhoeffer 
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